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Blue Hill (the site of the temple) is the most sacred
place on earth ;   most difficult of access even to you
(Brahma).    I dwell there in a bodily form, and^ that
holy spot, rising above all  mutability, is unassailable
by creation and destruction.    As you see me here, so
you will see me there.    On that Blue Hill to the west
of the Kalpa fig-tree, there is a fountain named Rohina ;
dwelling near it men may see me with their mortal eyes,
and washing off their sins with its water, attain equality
with me."    This does not refer merely to moral, but
also  bodily,   likeness ;   for  on   Brahma's  visiting  the
place, he  saw a crow plunge   into  the water  of the
fountain, and come out of it the counterpart of Vishnu,
and   at   once   made  its  way  to  his  heavenly  abode.
Brahma was convinced of the excellency of the place,
and   determined   to   enhance  it.    Amongst  its  many
virtues is  this, Yama has no control over those who
die  there,  for   their  souls   at   once   obtain  complete
salvation, and it is not subject to decay, but will con-
tinue in its glory when all other holy places have been
swept away.

The same authority gives the following account of
the building of the temple. In the earliest stage of its
existence, Puri was a forest, having the Blue Hill in the
centre, the Kalpa tree on its brow, the sacred fountain
of Rohina on the west, and on its side an image of
Vishnu in sapphire. This stone gave its name to the
image, the blue jewel. Indradyumna, King of Malwa,
hearing from an ascetic of the glories of the place, and
the benefits to be obtained from worshipping there,
determined to visit it. Before setting out, he thought it
advisable to send an officer to see if this account were
true. His priest's brother went, and saw a number of
Brahmans who had been changed into Vishnu's form,